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Buying Chooks

So you’ve decided to get some chooks, either to replace the old feed eating, non laying girls you’re having or as a new addition to the family.

1. Where do you buy them from:

· TradeMe

· Rare Breeds Website – RareBreeds.co.nz

· Mapua Country Trading

2.  Be an informed buyer

· Be wary buying Fertile Eggs to put under your old clucky girl, they don’t transport well and you don’t know what you’ll get
· Day Old chicks are cheap but again – sometimes you don’t’ get accurate sexing and you have to keep them under a heat source for 6-8 weeks

· Pullets or point of lay birds are the most common way to buy.  Chooks start laying at around 20weeks old – their combs start going red.   Ask how many weeks old the bird is if you think you’re buying point of lay.   Also if you’re buying these birds try and get ones that were hatched before Christmas as they’ll start laying before winter – birds  hatched in late Jan and Feb will have to be fed all winter with no eggs.

3.  How much to pay?

· A good pure breed bird at 20weeks old from a known breeder should cost you $30 to $50

· People think you should be able to buy a chook for $10 or so and can’t believe anyone would pay $50 for a bird.

· My answer to them is that people pay $1500 for a lap dog and it doesn’t lay eggs!

· A hen for $50 that’s going to lay you egg’s for 5 or 6 years is a good deal.

4.  Be realistic when you buy chooks:

· Your girls aren’t going to lay perfect, same sized eggs at the same time every day with no effort from you
· They’re living creatures and the more you put in to them the more you’ll get out of them

www.MapuaCountryTrading.co.nz


[image: image1.png]